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Station Ch, Time Ci ty Station Ch, TI me 
Birmingham WBRC 6 6: 30 a.m . 
{Wed) . 
Mobile ......... WALA 10 9:00 a .m. 
ALASKA 
Juneau . .......... KINY 8 1:30 p.m. 
ARIZONA 
Tucson ...... . KOLD 13 10:16 a .m. 
CALIFORNIA 
Los Angeles .. KTLA 6 8: 30 p.m. 
San Francisco KGO 7 9:00 a.m. 
San Jose ........ KNTV 11 11: 30 a .m. 
COLORADO 
Denver .......... KBTV 9 9: 00 a.m. 
Gr. Junction KREX 6 10:00 a.m. 
FLORIDA 
Ft. Meyers ...... WINK 11 10: 30 p.m. 
Orlando ........ WLOF 9 1:00 p.m. 
Panama City WJHG 7 6 :30 p.m. 
{Sat.) 
GEORGIA 
Albany .......... WALB 10 
Savannah ...... WSAV 3 
IDAHO 
Twin Falla .... KLIX 11 2:00 p.m. 
ILLINOIS 
Harrisburg .... WSIL 3 1:30 p.m. 
{Wed.) 
Quincy .......... WGEM 10 11:00 a.m. 
Rockford .... WTVO 39 11: 16 a.m. 
{Sun.) 
IN DIANA 
Ft. Wayne .. WPTA 21 12:00 p.m. 
KANSAS 
Great Bend .. KCKT 2 
Topeka .......... WIBW 13 8:30 p.m. 
KENTUCKY 
Louisville .... WAVE 3 9:00a.m. 
LOUISIANA 
Lake Charles KPLC 7 4: 30 p.m. 
{Sat.) 
New Orleans WVUE 13 11:00 a.m. 
Shreveport .... KSLA 12 8: 00 a.m. 
MICHIGAN 
Detroit .......... CKLW 9 8:30a.m. 
Saginaw ...... WKNX 67 1:30 p.m . 
MINNESOTA 
Mankato ...... WEYC 12 
MISSISSIPPI 
Greenwood .... WABG 8 3:30p.m. 
Jackson ... \. ..... WJTV 12 10:00 a.m. 




Girarlleau .. KFVS 12 8: 30 a.m. 
Jefferson City KROG 13 2:00 p.m. 
Springfield .... KYTV 3 8:30 a.m. 
NEBRASKA 
North Platte KNOP 2 12:30 p.m. 
NORTH CAROLINA 
Asheville ........ WISE 62 8 :30 p.m. 
Asheville .: .... WLOS 13 9:00 a.m. 
Greensboro WFMY 2 1:00 p.m. 
Wilmington .. WECT 8 12:00 p.m . 
NORTH DAKOTA 
Williston ...... KUMV 8 4:00 p.m. 
Bismark ........ KFVR fi 9: 30 a.m. 
(Sun.) 
OHIO 
CincinnaU .... WCPO 12 8:00 p.m. 
(Sat.) 
OKLAHOMA 
Okla. City .... KWTV 9 8:30 a.m. 
OREGON 
Portland ........ KPTV 12 8: 30 a.m. 
PENNSYLVANIA 
Johnstown ...... WJAC 8 10:0a.m. 
STATIONS CARRYING HERALD OF TRUTH 
TELEVISION PROGRAMS 
City Station Ch. Time City Station Ch. Time 
SOUTH CAROLINA 
Charleston .... WUSN 2 12: 00 p.m. 
SOUTH DAKOTA 
Aberdeen ...... KXAB 9 5: 30 p.m. 
TENNESSEE 
Chattanooga WRGP 3 9: 00 a.m. 
Johnson City WJHL 11 11:00 a.m. 
TEXAS 
Amarillo .......... KVII 7 8: 30 a.m . 
El Paso .......... KELP 13 2: 30 p.m. 
Fort Worth .. KTVT 11 8:30 a.m. 
Port Aruthur KP AC 4 9: 30 a.m. 
Sherman .......... KXII 12 5:00 p.m. 
UTAH 
Ogden ............ KVOG 9 
VIRGINIA 
Petersburg .... WXEX 8 
Portsmouth WA VY 10 
WASHINGTON 
Richland ........ KEPR 19 
Yakima ........ KNDO 23 
Spokane ........ KREM 2 11: 30 a.m. 
WEST VIRGINIA 
Bluefield ........ WHIS 6 9:15 a.m. 
{Fri .) 
Clarksburg .. WBOY 
{Sat.) 
WYOMING 
Casper ........ KTWO 2 4:00 p.m. 
CANADA 
Saulte Ste. Marie, 
Ontario .......... CJIC 9:00 a.m. 
This 11st ls not 100% correct due to frequent changes. 
Check your loca _l newspaper or television station for times not listed . 
All times are Sunday unless otherwise indicated. 
Dear Brethren: ·. 
OUT OF THE MAILBAG 
April 25, 1961 
Oklahoma 
The _ last check I sent was mailed while I was in Boise City, 
O~a., :v1th my sister. I am now with my daughter and family 
which 1s my home. I'm very much interested in helping spread the 
gospel and while I had made no pledge except to myself and God 
I'm s~nding check for $5.00 which does make $5.00 per month 
for this year and hope I can do more later on and may God bless 
all efforts to save souls in Christ's name. Glad to receive Herald 
of Truth and hear the broadcasts. 
Sincerely yours, 
Mrs. E. S. A. 
WHAT LIES BEYOND THE GRAVE? 
ABC and MBS Networks 
By BATSELL BARRETT BAXTER 
Rad io Sermon No. 492 July 2, 1961 
In every hear t there is a yearning to know what heaven will be lik e. 
None of us has ever crossed over into the other world; so, we cannot 
know from our own experiences what the other world is like . Yet, in 
the heart of everyon e of us, there must be that yearning to know. 
I think I have ne ver heard it more pointedly and more powerfully 
put than in Robert Ingersoll's "Eulogy at His Brother's Grave." Mr. 
Ingersoll had the reputation of being an agnostic. He had no confidence 
in the Bible, Chri stia nity, or the church. He had tr aveled about America 
time after time spea king against everything for which Christianity stands , 
esp ec ially the God of the Bible . He and his younger brother, Ralph, 
had entered into a pact that whichever one should die first , his funeral 
sermon would be prea ched by the one who lingered on. I suppose that 
Robert, the elder of the two brothers, expected that he would not be the 
one who should have to prepare a fun era l sermon, but somehow it turned 
out otherwise. In the flowering manhood of middle life , the younger 
brother, Ralph, was taken, and . it was . Robert, the agnostic, who preached 
the funeral sermon. In ·Arlington Cemetery near Washington, D.C,, 
Robert Ingersoll, the nation's most famous orator of his generation, 
stood and spoke of his yearning to know what lies beyond the grave. 
I want to quote a few lines from that speech. Somewher e near the mid· 
die , ·he says, "Life is · a narrow vale between the cold and barren peaks 
of two eternities. We strive in vain to look beyond ·. the heighJs. We 
cry aloud, and th e onl y answer is the echo of a wailing cry. From the 
voiceless lips of the unreplying dead there comes no word; but in the 
night of death hope sees a star and listening love can hear the rustle 
of a wing. He .who sleeps here, when dying , mistaking the approach of 
death for the return of health, whispered with his latest breath, 'I am 
bett er now.' Let us believe in spite of doubts and dogmas and te ars 
an d fears that these dea r words are true of all the countless dead.' ' 
Rob ert Ingersoll wanted to believe in heaven. 
When a man rea ches out and yearns to know about heave n, even· 
tu ally he comes to th e Bible, for in .this book, and only in this book, is 
ther e any indication of what the other world is like. Even here , the in-
dications are not as clear as we would like for them to be . 
There comes the re alization th at we shall never fully understand 
heaven because we do not have the capacity with which to understand. 
I think of it in terms of a farmer who lives out on the plains of one of 
our western states in a community consisting of a few crossroad stores , 
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a few houses, and a railroad station. For years he has reared his family 
in that almost deserted land unknown to the rest of the world. Then, 
one day he is called to make a trip to the East. He travels farther away 
than he has ever been from his little farm, and on that great journey 
he goes to the greatest city of the nation. There, he lifts hi s eye s in 
amazement at the skyscrapers and counts the stories as far as he can 
see them. In the elevators he goes to the very top of some of them . 
While he is in New York, he rides the subways. They, too, amaze him. 
He comes home full of what he has seen, and his wife and children 
are there to meet him. As they get into the old battered car and 
drive out to the farm, the children say, "Daddy, tell us about the city." 
How can he make those children understand what a skyscraper is lik e ? 
Or a subway? They have never seen anything that traveled und er -
ground, but when they get to the old farm, the man takes his little gir l 
and little boy out back of the barn. Then he says, "Children, you see 
that silo? (There it is 40 or 50 feet high, the biggest thing on the farm, 
the tallest thing they have ever seen .) In the city are buildings like that 
silo, only they are much, much taller, and in them there are many stori es 
in which men work and live." Well, you and I know that a silo is no t 
like a skyscraper , but that is as close as he can come to telling that 
little boy and that little girl what a skyscraper is like. Next, he leads 
them around to the front yard, where they have tried to achieve a sem-
blance of beauty by planting a lawn, and he says, "Do you remember 
when I pointed out to you the mole that was burrowed under the ground 
pushing up the earth, and how we finally caught him and pulled him 
out from under the ground? Over in the city , they have trains that 
burrow under ground like a mole." Well, of course, a mole is not like 
a subway. The point of comparison is so small that it is hardly worth 
the mentioning; yet that is as close as that father can come to telling 
his children what a subway is like . They do not have the reach; they 
are not tall enough mentally. When God tried to describe a spiritual 
world to human beings who know nothing but material things, it was 
impossible for the description to be fully understood. · We can measure 
a desk, we can weigh a stone, we can count the pages in a book, but we 
cannot understand heaven. 
In the twenty-first chapter of Revelation, we find God's description 
of heaven. It begins by saying that heaven is like a city . That helps 
a little. Heaven is like a city. A city is a place where people live , 
where they associate with each other. Then as the verses unfold , we 
read of foundations, one on top of another until there are twelve-each 
foundation composed of a different kind of precious stone. We get a pic-
ture of a great city with twelve foundations underneath it. Those 
same verses speak about a great wall that surrounds this city, which is 
built in the form of a square. As we read, we find that the wall s are 
144 cubits in height-nearly 200 feet . Those walls go north and east, and 
south and west, and on every side are three great gates. Then , when 
we begin to think that we have a picture of it and know what it is 
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like, we read of the street that is paved with gold . The scripture speaks 
of that gold as being transparent like glass, so the picture is not as 
real as we thought it was. We read on just a little, and we learn that 
the wall is 12,000 furlongs in length, and that means 1,500 miles long 
if those furlongs are of the usual size . The breadth thereof and the 
height thereof are equal-1 ,500 miles long, 1,500 miles wide , and 1,500 
miles high. Where does the wall come in? When we have read these 
dimensions and have thought about them, we come to the conclusion that 
hea ven is beyond the grasp of mortal mind. It must be wonderful to 
be described in this way, but try as we may, we cannot quite reach it .. 
Next, we look to another part of that chapter, where instead of using 
physical measurements the inspired apostle John, trying to make heaven 
real, uses comparisons . First, he says, "And I saw a new heaven and 
a new earth": then a little later he quotes Jesus as saying, "Behold, I 
make all things new. " That helps. It is wonderful to have new things-
new clothes, new cars, new books-and so when John tries to tell us 
how wonderful heaven is, he says, "It is new." It will always be new. 
It never grows old. 
A few moments later, he speaks of this great city "as a bride 
adorned for her husband ." Can you visualize a wedding? Never before 
in all her life has the bride been dressed so beautifully . Everything is 
as it should be. She is adorned for her husband. She is to be married . 
So when John tries to make heaven real , he says it will be like a bride 
adorned for her husband . As our eyes go down the same pa ge, we read , 
"Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men , and he shall dwell with 
them, and they shall be his peoples, and God himself shall be with 
them, and be their God" (Revelation 21:3). And a little la ter , "I will 
be his God, and he shall be my son" (Revelation 21:7) . This means 
th at not only all the good people of all time will be there but God will 
be there, and Chris t will be there, and we can see God face to face . 
Thiak of living with God and Christ throughout all eternity, of talking 
with them, and of listening as they talk. God wlll be our God, and we 
shall be His children. 
There are still other glorious promises . Listen! "He shall wipe 
away every tear." We all have our sorrows, but God will wipe away 
every tear. "Death shall be no more." Who is there among us who 
has not been saddened by death? "Neither shall there be mourning , 
nor crying, nor pain , any more: the first things are passed away ." Fi-
nally, we read in this beautiful description that heaven will last forever . 
"I will give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life 
freely ." All of their lives, men have dreamed of drinking of the 
fountain of youth and of living longer than their normal span . In heav-
en we shall live on and on. Perhaps the most amazing thing of all is 
the eternity of existence. Heaven will never end. 
Listen as Christ invites you to come to that other world. "Let not 
your heart be troubled: believe in God, believe also in me. In my Fa-
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ther's house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told 
you; for I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a 
place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself" (John 
14:1-3). 
Can we really believe in heaven? Is it reasonable to believe that 
God can perform the miracle that will take us from this world of sor-
row and struggle into the wonderful spiritual world of which we hav e 
been speaking? Is it reasonable? Did you ever go out into your ga rd en 
late in the fall or the year and see a cocoon fastened to a fence post? 
Only a few weeks before, an ordinary caterpillar had woven this cocoon 
about himself. Should you crush this tiny protecti ve cell, you would 
find a foul-smelling liquid inside. Instead, you leave it alone th rough 
the winter months until you have forgotten about its very existenc e. 
Then, one warm spring afternoon, you enter your garden again , and 
before your very eyes a miracle happens. In the warm afternoon sun-
l!ight, the cocoon breaks open, and from inside emerges a tiny new 
ereature. Gauzy wings are dried in the sun. Th en, almost unbeliev-
ably, a beautiful multicolored butterfly floats out into the balmy spring 
air. God has transformed an ugly worm into a beautiful butterfly . If 
God can do that - and He does it a million million times every year -
can He not transform man into a creature fit for paradise? 
For a moment look back with me across the long sweep of man's 
existence Oil the earth. The story begins with God's love for man , for 
God created man and placed him fa a heaven-like paradise in whi ch 
there was no sorrow, no heartache, no disease, and no death. Then 
t ragedy struck. Man turned away from God, committing his first sin . 
Since that awful hour in Eden sin has run rampant through the world, 
so that the apostle Paul eventually had to say, "There is none righteous, 
no, not one ... for all have sinned, and fall short of the glory of God" 
(Romans 3:10,23) . 
However, this is not the end of this story, "For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on 
him should not perish, but have eternal life" (John 3: 16). "God com-
mendeth his own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us" (Romans 6:8) . God still loved man, even though 
man had sinned, and God provided the way whereby man might ag ain 
be clean and pure - fit for an eternal home in heaven . 
God's part in the saving of lost mankind is the big part. When 
we reach heaven it will be because of God's infinite love and mercy . 
Salvation is God's gift. "By grace have ye been saved through faith ; 
and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not of works, that no 
man should glory" (Ephesians 2 : 8-9). Christ said, "Even so ye al so, 
when ye shall have done all the things that are commanded you , say, 
We are unprofitable servants; we have done that which it was our duty 
to do" (Luke 17 : 10). We cannot overemphasize the love and the mercy 
gf ~od. 
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However, salvation also depends upon man's meeting the simple 
conditions that God requires. On one occasion . Jesus said, "He that be-
lieve th and is baptized shall be saved; but he that disbelieveth shall 
be condemned" (Mark 16 :16) . On another occasion He said , "Every 
one therefore who shall confess me before men, him will I also confess 
before my Father who is in heaven . But whosoever shall deny me be-
fore men, him will I al so deny before . my Father who is in heaven'! . (Mat-
thew 10:32-33). Yet .ag11,in He said, «Except ye repent, ye shall . all in 
Jike manner .perish " (Luke 13:3). On still another occasion -our Lord 
said , "Verily, verily, I .say unto tbee, Except one be _born of water and 
-the Spirit, he can .not enter into the kingdom.of God" (John 3:6). When 
one has believed . in Christ and then confessed .that ,faith before . men, 
when one has -repented or turned away from all past sins, and when one 
has been buried with his Lord in bap,tism , he -hi . a'1ded_ by God's . gra:ce 
to the family of the redeemed, the church. God's part in salvation is 
the big part; man 's part is nonetheless essential, however. 
So, there is a wonderful home in heaven waiting for each of us! 
But our going there depends U:pon our coming to Christ . Are you a 
Christian? Have you done the simple things that th~ Lord requires? 
·If you haven't, or if you are not sure, may I help you? Write to · me, 
Batsell Barrett Baxter , Herald of Truth, Box 1868, Abilene, Texas, and 
from the Bible I will give you the answers to your questions and the 
guidance you need . May the Lord bless you and save you . 
Gentlemen: 
May 6, 1961 
California 
, 
It is a blessing to have your Herald of Truth programs 
broadcast, reaching out to the world so in need of finding their 
Savior, Christ. 
Your sermon on Golden Rule (broadcast-California April 30) 
would be so appreciated. Please send a copy. I shall read it sev-
eral times to my eight grandchildren. I am sure, planting your 
golden seeds, will grow and multiply. 
Thanking you for your spiritual gifts. 
Cordially, 
E.G. B. 
TO OBEY IS BETTER THAN SACRIFICE 
ABC and MBS Networks 
By BATSELL BARRETT BAXTER 
Radio Sermon No. 498 July 9, 1961 
We live in an age in which there is much evidence that respect 
for law and authority is declining. Ours is a day in which juvenile 
delinquency has taken on national proportions, with teen-age gangs 
constituting a real problem in many of the major cities. Ours is a 
day in which not only the number of crimes, but also the percentage 
of criminal activity, has increased. Not only in America, but through-
out the world, there seems to be a climate of rebellion against con-
stituted authority. Witness the students' riots in many foreign countries. 
KING SAUL 
It seems appropriate, for these and other reasons, to spend some 
time in studying the important theme of obedience. God's word, in 
both Old and New Testaments, places strong emphasis upon this 
theme. One of the finest passages in all of the scriptures is that 
found in the story of Saul, as recorded in I Samuel 15: 22-23, "Has 
Jehovah as great delight in burnt-offerings and sacrifices, as in obey-
ing the voice of Jehovah? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, 
and to hearken than the fat of rams. For rebellion is as the sin of 
witchcraft, and stubborness is as idolatry and teraphim." 
A reading of the Old Testament indicates clearly the funda-
mental nature of obedience. Whenever man has been willing to obey 
God's commandments, he has been blessed. Whenever he has refused 
to follow God's directions, he has been punished. This is the un-
animous story from the days of Adam and Eve on down till the end 
of the record. By their disobedience, the first pair started all of the 
suffering · and woe to which the human race has fallen heir. The tragic 
sufferings of individuals, as well as the tragic sufferings of Israel, 
have resulted from man's stubborn insistence upon getting his own 
way . Over and over again, disobedience has been punished. In con-
trast, throughout this long period of Old Testament history, those 
who have been sensitive to God's commandments have been blessed. 
The Noahs, the Abrahams, the Josephs, the Daniels, and others of 
God's faithful ones have been exalted far beyond their fondest dreams. 
God's system of working with His people was simply to give them 
a covenant, or set of commands, and to bless them as long as they 
remained true to the covenant. For example, just before giving the 
Law of Moses on Mt. Sinai, we find God's emphasis upon this idea 
of the covenant in these words, "And Moses went up unto God, and 
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Jehovah called unto him out of the mountain, saying, Thus shalt 
thou say to the house of Jacob, and tell the children of Israel: Ye 
have seen what I did unto the Egyptians, and how I bear you on 
eagles' wings, and brought you unto myself. Now therefore, If ye wlll 
obey my voice indeed, and keep my covenant, then ye shall be mine 
own possession from among all peoples: for all the earth is mine: 
and ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and a holy nation" 
(Exodus 19:3-6). God is a covenant God, and those who are wise 
keep covenant with Him. 
In the opening chapter of Isaiah there is an appealing paragraph. 
"Come now, and let us reason together, saith Jehovah: though your 
sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they 
be red like crimson, they shall be as wool. If ye be willing and 
obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land; but if ye refuse and 
rebel, ye shall be devoured with the sword; for the mouth of Jehovalll 
hath spoken it" (Isaiah 1:18-20). 
The New Testament also places strong emphasis upon the im-
portance of obedience to the will of God. In whatever circumstance, 
of life, on whatever level of existence, God's people are to be respect-
ful of constituted authority. Children are to be obedient to parents; 
wives are to be in subjection to husbands; all Christians are to 
be in subjection to elders; and all Christians are to be obedient to 
rulers. Above all of these relationships, there is man's primary need 
of obedience to the laws of God. Peter and the apostles once said, 
"We must obey God rather than men" (Acts 5:29). With obedience to 
God as his first responsibility, the Christian is a law-abiding, dutiful, 
respectful, and obedient citizen. Anarchy, disobedience, and disrespect 
are foreign to the life of a Christian. 
Out of the past there has been handed down a story that puts 
into clear focus what obedience actually implies. The story is of frontier 
days when the people were ever migrating westward. A farmer ill 
Kentucky, finding it difficult to make a living on a hilly, wooded 
farm, made a survey trip to the new country of Oklahoma. There 
he found an ideal location for his family. Coming back to Kentucky, 
he drew a map of the farm which he had secured and gave instruc-
tions to his sons how he wanted the farm to be planted when they 
came to occupy their new home. His first suggestion was that 
there was a large low-lying field that would be ideal for corn. Then 
he described a rolling hill that would be ideal for wheat. Next, he 
marked a spot near the road which passed by the farm, suggesting 
it as the location where he wanted the barn to be built. A hundred 
yards or so above the road he marked a location for the house. Then, 
finally, he suggested the planting of an orchard on a hill on the 
back side of the farm. 
In the course of time the father grew sick and died, before the 
family was able to move to the new home. Eventually, however, the 
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family . did move and upon their arrival they drew out the old map 
:and studied the directions that the father had made for planting the 
.farm. As the boys .walked over the ground they agreed that the low-
iying land ·was good for corn and decided to plant corn there . They 
:agreed that the rolling hillside would be ideal for wheat and made 
preparations to plant wheat there. They also liked the location for 
'the barn and the location for the house and -decided that there they 
·should be built. However, when it came to the planting of the orchard 
there was serious disagreement. The hill on the back side of the farm 
did not seem quite right, so they changed that part of the plan, 
putting the orchard near the house. 
Now, we ask the crucial question: did these sons obey th eir 
-father in anything? At first one is inciined to say "Yes." The correct 
;answer, · however, is "No." They agreed with their father's judgment 
.about the best place for the corn, the .-whea~, the barn, and the house. 
When their judgment differed from his judgment, they went their own 
way, Those boys simply agreed with their father, but they did not 
obey in anything. 
There are many people who think that they are obedient to God, 
:whose lives are very much like the behavior of these sons. They 
agree with God that a great many things that are commanded in t he 
Bible are good, and, therefore, accept them and live them in their 
lives. However, when their thinking disagrees with God's commands, 
they go their own way. Because they so often go the way that God 
directs in His book, they mistakenly think that they are very good 
and that they have obeyed God in "almost everything." The r eal 
test of obedience is simply this: When the way we want to go is dif-
ferent from the way that God commands, do we go God's way? Only 
then can we say that we are obedient to God. 
In the twentieth-century liberal theology there is an illustra tion 
of what we have just been saying. Liberal theologians are often in 
agreement with the Lord's teachings, but sometimes when the teach-
ing does not seem so appealing, they suggest that perhaps Paul was 
mistaken when he said this or that. They speak of sorting out the 
grit and the gravel from the meat and the milk of the Bible. They 
talk of finding the "kerygma" of the scriptures and leaving the out-
worn , pre-scientific myths behind. What they are actually doing , how-
.ever, is exalting their own reasoning, making it the final arbiter in a ll 
matters of difference. This is a dangerous, self-centered, man-centered 
view of religion. It is far from the humble obedience that th i-criptures 
require. 
It is well for us to remember Jesus' words , "Not everyone that 
saith unto me , Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of hea ven; 
but he that doeth the will of my Father who is In heaven" (Matthew 
7:21). The words of James are In a similar vein, "But be ye doers 
of the word , and not hearers only, deluding your own selves" (J am es 
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1: 22). The message from the Lord that I would leave in your heart 
is found in the word s of John 14:15 , "If ye love me , ye will keep 
my commandments." 
This is the crux of the whole matter. If we love God enough , 
we will keep His commandments . Let us so think of the blessings · 
th at He has showered upon us, both temporal and spiritual, and the 
loving, tender care with which He constantly surrounds us , that out of 
appreciation for what He has done for us we will love Him enough 
to do what He asks us to do. Our gratitude to God can be expressed 
only in loving, humble obedience to His will. 
Now, let us make a few practical applications of this vital 
th eme. Once our Lord said, "Every one therefore who shall confess 
me before men, him will I also confess before my Father who is in 
heav en. But whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I also 
deny before my Fath er who is in heaven" (Matthew 10:32-33) . The 
apostle Paul explained Christ's meaning by adding, "If thou shalt con-
fess with thy mouth Jesus as Lord, and shalt believe in thy heart that 
God raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved: for with the 
heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth con-
fession is made unto salvation" (Rom ans 10:9, 10) . May I ask re-
spe ctfully of you , "Have you confessed Christ as your Savior by 
word of mouth before men?" Th e Ethiopian nobleman said , "I be-
lieve that Jesus Christ is the Son of God" (Acts 8:37) . So also mus t 
we confess our faith in Christ. 
Have you rep ented, or turned away from all past sins as J esus 
taught In Luke 13 : 3? "Except ye repent , ye shall all likewise perish." 
Or again, have you been baptized as Christ commanded? Do you 
remember that on one occasion He said , "Verily, verily, I say unto · 
th ee, Except one be born of water and the Spirit, he cannot ente r 
int o the kin gdom of God" (John 3:5). Later, He added: "He tha t 
beli eveth and is bap tized shall be saved: but he that disbelieveth 
shall be condemned" (Mark 16:16) . The Holy Spirit guided Peter to 
say on Pentecost, "Repent ye, and be baptized every one of you in 
th e name of Jesu s Chri st unto the remission of your sins; and ye 
shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit" (Acts 2: 38). 
And what about church attendance? Do you respect the admo-
nition of the writer of Hebrews, who said, "Not forsaking our own 
assembling together, as the custom of some is , but exhorting one 
another; and so much the more , as ye see the day dr awing nigh" 
(Hebrews 10:25). 
Yes, there is no more fund amental truth 1n the Bible than the 
fact that man - in order to be pleasing to God and to be saved -: 
mus t obey God's commands. Listen again to God's words, "If ye refuse 
and rebel, ye shall be devoured with the sword; for the mouth of 
Jeho vah hath spoken it" (Isaiah 1:20) . 
If I, or any of. my fellow-ministers of the church of Christ, call; 
be of assistance in helping you obey God's commands, I hope you 
will call upon us. And may the Lord bless and keep you. 
NEITHER CATHOUC, PROTESTANT NOR JEW 
ABC and MBS Networks 
By BATSELL BARRETT BAXTER 
Radfo Sermon No. 494 July 16, 1961 
Peo ple will t alk, and much of our time is spent in t alking about 
other people. In fact , it is almost impossible to keep personalitie s out 
of our conversations . The same was true in Je sus ' day . When J esus 
becam e a public figur e, He was talk ed about and discu ssed as per haps 
no other person in His day . The following passa ge of sc r iptur e r e-
flects these discussions: "When Jesus came in to the coasts of 
Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples , saying , Whom do men say 
that I the Son of man am ? And they said, Some say that thou a rt 
John the Baptist: some , Elijah; and oth ers , Jeremiah , or one of the 
prophets" (Matthew 16:13-14). It is striking that wherever Jesus went , 
wherever people saw Him work miracles and heard Him teach , they 
thought about someone who was great. Yet, in spite of the uniµ ten-
ti onal compliment in their discussions, they did not recognize Je sus 
as the Son of God. 
When Je sus came He said some things which were rather dif-
tlcult for the people to accept for they would require many ba sic 
changes in behavior. Consequently , as th ey heard Him speak and as 
they watched Him work miracle s, their tendency was to giv e Him 
a label , to put Him into some already existing , familiar, and con-
venient category and to dismiss Him from their thoughts. This sa ve d 
them the trouble of really looking at Jesus and making a fresh , in-
aependent evaluation of Him. "Who is Jesus?" they asked . Ea ch 
reply was some familiar classification. Each repl y was wrong , but 
each was completely satisfactory to the one who made it. Their mind s 
were oper ating like a skilled arm of a mail clerk tossing letters into 
pigeonholes . 
Have you ever stood before an open window of a large Post Of-
fice and watched the men "case the mail"? Each man picks up a 
handful of letters, tosses each into one of the many pigeonhol es in 
front of him until all the mail is in its proper category. So far as 
the content of the mail is concerned , it means absolutely nothing . He 
reads none of it, but simply sorts it, classifies it , and puts it in its 
pigeonhole. It is all right for a man sorting mail to do that , but 
when a man sees Christ it is not enough just to label Him and for-
get Him . 
The categoriess into which these people put Jesus were all wrong. 
He was not John the Baptist, He was not Elijah, He was not Jere -
miah , He was not one of the prophets. It was ea sy and conv eni ent 
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City 
ALABAMA 
Station Time City Station Time 
San Bernadtno KCKC 8:30 p.m. 
Anniston ........ WHMA 8:30 p.m. San Diego .......... KGB 8:30 p.m. 
Auburn ............ WAUD 8:30 p,m. San Francsico .... KOO 8: 30 p.m. 
Bay Minette .... WBCA 12:30 p.m. Ukiah ................ KMSL 8:35 a.m. 
Birmingham .... WATV 8:30 p.m . 
Clanton ............ WKLF 2: 30 p.m . 
Decatur ............ WAJF 1: 05 p.m . 
COLORADO 
Denver ................ KOSI 8: 00 a.m. 
Dothan ............ WOOF 12:35 p.m. 
Eu faula ............ WULA 5:35 p.m. CONNECTICUT 
Flomaton ...... WTCB 8:30 a .m. Bridgeport ...... WNAB 9:30 p.m. 
Florence ........ WOWL 8:30 p.m. Putnam ............ WINY tl:36 p,m. 
Foley ................ WHEP 1:00 p.m. Torrington ...... WTOR 6:35 p .m. 
Gadsen ............ WGAD 8:30 p.m. 
Haleyville ........ WJBB 5:3 .5 p.m. FLORIDA 
Mobile .............. WABB 8:00 a.m. Fort Pierce .... WARN 7:f6 a.m. 
Sylac auga ........ WFEB 4:35 p.m. Jacksonville .... WPDQ 8:30 a.m. 
Talladega ........ WJHB 1:00 p.m . Milton .............. WSRA 
(Sat.) New Smyrna 
Troy .................. WTBF 5:35 p,m. Beach ............ WSBB 6:36 p.m. 
ALASKA 
Fairbanks ........ KFRB 9: 00 p.m. 
Sitka .................. KIFW 9:00 p.m. 
(Wed .) 
Sebring ............ WSEB 
Tampa-St. 
Petersburg .. WSUN 7:30 a.m. 
Winter · Haven WSIR 5: 35 p.m. 
ARIZONA 
F'laggstaff ... ...... KCLS 8:05 a.m. 
Sierra Vista .... KHFH 1: 30 p,m. 
GEORGIA 
Bremen .......... WWCG 8 :30 a.m. 
Cart ersville .... WBHF 5:35 p.m. 
Cordele ............ WMJM tl:36 p,m. 
ARKANSAS Fitzger ald ...... WBHB 6 : 35 p.m. 
Berryville ........ KTCN 7: 45 a.m . Griffin .............. WKEU 8:06 a.m. 
Blytheville ...... KLCN 8: 30 a.m . Hinesville ...... WGML 1 :30 p.m. 
Camden ............ KAMD 5: 35 p.m. La Grange ...... WLAO 9:00 a.m. 
Corning ............ KCCB 1:30 p.m. Savannah ........ WBYG 5:35 p.m. 
Helena .............. KFFA 5:35 p.m. Rome ................ WLAQ 9:30 p.m. 
Jonesboro ........ KBTM 5:35 p.m. Rockmart ........ WPLK 
Little Rock .... KARK 5: 30 p.m. Thomson ........ WTWA 6:36 p.m. 
McGehee .......... KVSA 9: 00 a.m. West Point .... WRLD 9:30 p.m. 
Prescott ............ KTP A 
Siloam Springs KUOA 5: 35 p.m. IDAHO 
Albion .............. KMVC 
CALIFORNIA 
Bakersfield .... KMAP 
Chico ................ KPAY 7:35 p.m. 
Los Angeles .... KABC a: 00 p.m. 
Napa .................. KVON 3:36 p.m. 
Idaho Falla .......... KID 8: 00 a.m. 
Moscow ............ KPRL a :H p,m. 
Nampa .............. KFXD 1:30 p.m . 
Rupert .............. KAYT 9:00 a,m. 
Needles .............. KSJ.l'E 7:00 a.m. ILLINOIS 
(Wed.) Springfield ...... WCVS 8:30 p.m . 
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IN DIANA 
Boonvill e ........ WBNL 6:86 p.m. 
Laf ayette ........ WASK 9 :06 a.m . 
North Vernon WOCH 8:80 a.m. 
Vinc ennes ...... WAOV 6:16 p.m. 
IOWA 
Fort Dodge ...... KVFD 8: 05 a.m. 
KENTUCKY 
Frankfort ........ WFKY 6:36 p.m. 
Henderson ...... WSON 7: 00 a.m . 
Hopkinsville .. WKOA 7: 16 a.m. 
Madison vi lle WFMW 6: ll6 p.m. 
Mayfield .......... WNGO 2: 30 p .m. 
Paducah .......... WPAD 8:30 a.m . 
P aintsville ........ WSIP 6: 36 p.m. 
Pikeeville ........ WPKE 6:36 p .m . 
Somerset .......... WSFC 6:35 p.m. 
LOUISIANA 
Shre veport ...... KRMD 8:30 p.m . 
Wi nnfi eld ...... WVCL 8: 00 a .m . 
MARYLAND 
Ha gersto wn ...... WJEJ 9 :30 p.m. 
MASSACHUSETTS 
Fall River ........ WALE 6:36 p.m. 
Gardner .......... WGAW 6:35 p.m. 
MICHIGAN 
Detroit ............ WX.YZ 10:00 p.m . 
Escanaba ........ WDBC 8:80 p.m. 
Flint ................ WTRX 9:10 p.m. 
Ludington ...... WKLA 9 :.ao p.m . 
Muskegon ........ WKBZ 9:30 p.m . 
MINNESOTA 
Albert Lea ...... KATE 8 :30 p.m. 
Duluth . ............ WQMN 6:36 , p.m. 
Eveleth ............ WEVE i :15.c p;in . 
MISSISSIPPI 
Centerville ...... WGLC 8:00 a.m. 
Clarkedale ...... WROX Ii: B6 p.in. 
Greenville ........ WJPR 6:36 p .m. 
City Station Time 
Green wood ...... WABG 4 :3 0 p .m . 
Jackson ............ WJDX 9:30 p.m. 
Natchez ............ WNAT 2:00 p.m. 
Vicksburg ........ WQBC 6:36 p.m. 
MISSOURI 
Cape 
Girardeau ...... KFVS 7: 36 a.m. 
Clinton ............ KDKD 
Dexter .............. KDEX 9: 00 a.m. 
Joplin .............. WMBH 4:35 p.m. 
Kans as City .... KCMO 8:30 a.m . 
Rolla .................. KTTR 1: 00 p.m. 
St. Louie ........ KXEN 8:30 a .m. 
MONTANA 
Anaconda ........ KANA 8:05 a.m. 
Lewistown ...... KXLO 4:80 p.m. 
Wolf Point ...... KVCK 3: 35 p .m . 
NEBRASKA 
Ke arney ......... KGFW 8:05 a .m . 
McCook ... . ..... KBRL 4: 35 p .m. 
Omah a ..... ........ KMEO 8: 00 a .m. 
Scot t sbluff .... KNEB 9: 00 a .m. 
Val enti ne .......... KVHS 8: 30 a .m . 
NEVADA 
Reno .................. KBET 8: 30 p .m.. 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 
Keene .............. WKNE 1: 06 p.m . 
Nashua-
Manchester WSMN 9:30 p.m. 
Portsmou th ...... WBBX 8 :00 a .m. 
NEW MEXICO 
Artesia .............. KSVP 6: 35 p.m. 
Roswell ............ KGFL 4:35 p.m . 
Silver City ........ KEHL 4 :36 p.m . 
NEW YORK 
Corning .............. WCLI 6: 36 p.m . 
Malone .............. WICY 6:35 p.m . 
Massena .......... WMSA 9 : 30 p.m. 
New York .. .. :.WABC 9:30 p,m. 
Saranac Lake WNBZ 9: 30 p.m. 
l 
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NORTH CAROLINA 
Belmont .......... WCGC 
Burlington ...... WBBB 
Durham ............ WTIK 
F uquay Springe .. 
Gastonia .......... WGNC 
Goldsboro ........ WFMC 
Hender-
sonville ........ WHKP 
Le n oir ..... .......... WJRI 
Mt. Airy .......... WSYD 
Reidsville ........ WFRC 
Ro anoke 
Rapids .......... WCBT 
Rocky Mount WEED 
Wils on ........... WGTM 
NORTH DAKOTA 
Devils Lake .... KDLR 
Gra nd Forks .... KILO 
Jamestown ...... KEYJ 
Minot ................ KLPM 
Oakes ................ KEYD 
Valley City ...... KOVC 
OHIO 
Dove r ................ WJER 
Ironton .............. WIRO 
OKLAHOMA 
Ardmore ............ KVSO 
Enid ..... ............ KCRC 
Lawton ............ KSWO 
McAlister ........ KNED 
Miami ................ KGLC 
Poteau .............. KLCO 
Tulsa ................ KTUL 
Vinita . . .. . ....... KVI N 
Wewoka .. KWSH 
OREGON 
Ast9ri a ... KAST 
Coos Bay .......... KOOS 
Coquille ....... : .. KWRO 
Eugene .............. KASH 
Lakeview .......... KQIK 
PENNSYLVANIA 
Altoona ........... :WRTA 




9:30 p.m . 
9:30 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. 
2:30 p.m . 
5:35 p.m . 
5:35 p.m. 
9:30 p.m. 





5:35 p .m . 
5:35 p.m . 
4:35 p.m . 
4:36 p.m. 
7:00 p.m . 
6:35 p.m . 
8:30 p.m . 
8:30 p.m. 
9:05 p.m. 
1:30 p.m . 
6:35 p.m . 
1 :00 p.m. 
8 :30 a.m. 
8:30 p.m . 
8 :30 p.m. 
3 :35 p.m. 
8:30 p.m . 
8:30 a.m. 
o:30 p.m . 
8:30 a.Ill. 
9 : 30 p.m. 
6:30 p.m.. 
City Station 
Huntingdon .... WH UN 
Johns town ....... :W CRO 
Lock Haven .... WBPZ 
Milton .............. W MLP 
St. Mary's ........ WKBI 
Scranton .......... WICK 
Tyrone-
Altoona ........ WTRN 
Was hington .... WJPA 
Wellsboro ...... W NBT 
Wilkes Barre .. WILK 
Williamsport .. WMPT 
SOUTH CAROLINA 
Bennettsville .. W BSC 
Charle ston ...... WOKE 
Geo rgetown .... WG TN 
H ar t sville ........ WH SC 
Orang eburg ...... WDIX 
Roc k Hill ........ WRHI 
SOUTH DAKOTA 
Huron .................. KIJ V 
Mitc h ell ............ KO RN ' 
Wat ertown ...... KWA T 
TENNESSEE 
Ath ens .............. W LAR 
Columbia ........ WKR M 
Day ton ............ W DNT 
Fayett eville .... WEKR 
J ac kson .............. WTJS 
Johnson City .. WETB 
Lexington ........ WDXL 
Li vingston ........ WLIV 
McMinnville .. WB MC 
Memphis ........ WHH M 
Morristown .... WCRK 
Murfr eesboro .. WO NS 
Nas hville .......... WSIX 
Oak Ridge ...... WATO 
Onedia ....... WB NT 
TEXAS 
Abilene ........... _ ... KRBC 
Amarillo .......... KGNC 
Bay City ............ KIOX 
Big spring ........ KBST 
Borger . ........... : .KHUZ 
Time 
9:30 a .m . 







8:35 a.m . 





5 : 35 p.m. 
5: 35 p.m . 
9:30 p.m . 
6:35 p.m . 
5: 35 p.m . 
4 :35 p.m . 
5:35 p.m . 
5 :35 p.m. 
1 :30 p.m. 
4:30 p.m. 
6:36 p.m. 
7 :30 p.m . 
8:05 a.m . 





9:00 a.m . 
9:30 p.m. 
9:00 a .m . 
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City Station 
Brownwood .... KBWD 
.Jtarksville ...... KCAR 
Dallas ................ KSKY 
Eagle Pass ........ KEPS 
Graham ............ KSWA 
Huntsville ...... KSAM 
KUleen .............. KLEN 
Liberty .... ...... KWDL 
Littlefield . . .KZZZ 
Longview ...... KFRO 
Midland ...... . .KCRS 
Monahans .... KVKM 
Nacodoches KEEE 
Pampa ............ KHHH 
Pampa ............. KPDN 
Pleasanton ...... KBOP 
Rosenburg ........ KFRD 
San Antonio .... KMAC 




8:30 a.m . 
2:05 p .m. 
9:05 a.m. 
4:39 p.m. 









8:30 p.m . 
9 :30 a.m. 
Denison ........ KRRV 5: 35 p.m. 
Texarkalla ...... KCMC 8:30 p.m. 
UTAH 
Logan ................ KLGN 6:05 p.m . 
VERMONT 
Brattleboro .... WKVT 1:05 p.m. 
VIRGINIA 
City Station 
Omak .............. KOMW 
Seattle ................ KTW 




Walla Walla .... KTEL 8:30 p.m. 
Wenatchee ...... KUEN 10:15 a.m. 
WEST VIRGINIA 
Clarksburg .... WHAR 6:35 p.m. 
Logan .............. WLOG 5:35 p.m. 
Montgomery .. WMON 5: 35 p.m. 
St. Albans ...... WKLC 9: 30 a.m. 
WUliamson .... WBTH 6:35 p.m. 
WISCONSIN 
Eau Claire ........ WBIZ 5:35 p.m. 
Fond du Lac ...... KFIZ 5: 35 p.m. 
Hayward ........ WHSM 5:35 p.m. 
Madison ............ WIBA 8:00 a.m. 
Manitowoc ...... WOMT 5:35 p.m. 
Reedsburg ...... WRDB 5: 35 p.m. 
Superior .......... WQMN 5 :35 p .m. 
Wausau ............ WSAU 9:00 a.m. 
WYOMING 
Casper .... ......... KTWO 9: 15 a.m. 
FOREIGN 
CANADA 
· Blind River, 
Bristol .............. WFHG 6:35 p.m. Ont ... ....... .... CJNR 10:15 a .m. 
Culpeper .......... WCVA 6:35 p.m. Toronto, Ont ... . CKEY 9:15 a.m. 
Fredericksburg .. 
.................. WFVA 
Lynchburg ...... WLVA 
Radford ........... WRAD 
Richmond ...... WMBG 
Waynesboro .... WAYB 
WASHINGTON 
Centralia-





Chehalis ............ KELA 3: 35 p.m. 
Kennewick ...... KPKW 8: 30 p.m. 






... CKY 11 : 00 p .m. 
. ZBM 1:30 p.m. 
Monrovia .......... . ELBC 4 : 30 p.m. 
PHILIPPINES 
Manila ................ DZAQ 7: 30 a.m. 
Manila .............. DZA W 7: 30 a .m. 
This 11st Is not 100% correct due to frequent change .. 
All times are Sunday unleH otherwise Indicated. 
Check your local newspaper or radio station for tlmea not llsted. 
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for them to pigeonhole Him. The tragic part of the story is that 
they never seemed to realize that Jesus was new, that He was unique , 
and that He did not fit into any of the categories that had ever 
been made. Having failed to realize that, these people missed Chris-
tianity . Jesus was different from anyone who had ever lived. There 
was no category big .enough, nor adequate enough for Him. Jesus 
faced the problem of being too lightly considered. 
We face the same kind of problem . There is a tendency among 
men now to consider the church too quickly and to pigeonhole it 
without giving it due consideration. We, who are members of the 
church of Christ, particularly have this problem . We find it difficult 
to convey to our neighbors and friends the distinctive po sition of the 
church . 
Today many people ask about churches of Christ. The r apid 
growth in the past few years, coupled with extensive pr ea ching in 
America and Europe, has brought to the attention of the public 
those of us who call ourselves only Christi a ns - members of the 
church of Christ . To dismiss this group of ne arly two million people 
with a label is to miss our uniqueness . In fa ct, such a pro cedure is to 
follow those of Jesus ' day who ha d ears to hear but would not hear 
(Matthew 13:15). 
There are thr ee great categorie s into which men normally classify 
anything r eligious. They say it is either Protest ant , Catholic or 
Jewish . Our r adio and television networks give free time in terms of 
these three categori es , so that countless hours of costly broadcast 
and telecast tim e are giv en to Protest ant s, to Catholi cs, and to Jews. 
Wh en a boy in the Army or in the Navy or in som e oth er branch 
of the service look s for a ch apla in , h e finds him label ed Pr otestant , 
Catholic or Jewish. 
There is a t endency to cla ssify churches by puttin g them into 
these same familiar pigeonholes. It is a common practice of people 
of our day to cl assify the church of Chri st as just a nother denomin a-
tion of the Protestant group. We would like to convey to them th a t 
the category do es not fit . 
Today, when followers of Christ say, "We are n either Catholi cs, 
Protestants, nor Jews" our friends say to th emselves , "Since you 
are not Catholi cs you must be Protestants wh ether you admit it or 
not. " Whether it is recognized or not such are guilty of doin g the 
some kind of thinki ng that caused the people to rej ect Jesus in His 
day . Those who seek to follow Christ may possess some of the char-
acteristics of Catholi cs, Protestants, and Jews, but we are not mem-
bers of an ecclesiastical group. We ar e just Christians , members of 
Christ's church . 
Will you take a few minutes to consider how our plea does not 
fall ea sily within any of the familiar categories? As Chri st did not 
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fit the categories to whi ch He was assigned, so the church of Christ 
does not fit into the pigeonholes into which men normally place it. 
Those who seek to follow Christ today without a human creed 
are related in a remote sense to the Jews. We worship the God of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. We read from and believe in the Old 
Testament scriptures . We believe in the same basic principles of 
morality. Nine of their ten commandments have been incorporated 
into the law of Christ . Of the ten only the commandment concerning 
the sabbath day has been left behind. Many of the other great 
principles of the Old Testament have been incorporated into Chris-
ti anity, for we share with the Jew his faith that the Old Testament 
is the inspired word of God. Yet, we are not followers of the Jewish 
religion . 
Th e differ enc es whi ch keep the church of Christ from being Jewish 
are numerous and significant. The Bible presents Christ as the divine 
Son of God, and on Christ is Christianity based . The New Testament 
is also an inspired part of God's Word (I Corinthians 2:13) . We are 
no longer under the law of Moses for the apostles, by inspiration, 
taught that it had been nailed to the cross, fulfilled, and done away 
(Colossi ans 2 : 14). Obviously then the church of Christ does no t fit 
into the pigeonhole marked Jewish . 
Look n ext at the big category marked Catholic. While we share 
the sam e God, whil e we believ e in the same apostles and in the sam e 
gr eat characters both of the Old and New Testaments, we do not 
in many other instances believe and worship alike . We sh are with the 
Catholics th e great bre adth of Christian virtues, faith in morality, 
and faith in decent, wholesome living. We both believe the Bible 
to be God's word. We share the belief that the church is universal or 
catholic in its scope , for Jesus said, "Go ye into all the world, and 
preach the gospel to every creature" (Mark 16:15). 
Yet, when we go far enough, we come to the crucial dividing 
line over position that should be given to the traditions of men. Our 
Catholic friends say, "We believe the Bible; we also believe in the 
traditions of the fathers." It is their conviction that those traditions 
of the fathers are equally authoritative with the inspired Word of 
God. At that point we part company. The true church today is gov-
ern ed by the Bible alone for, "If any man teach otherwise, and con-
sent not to wholesome words, even the words of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and to the doctrine which is according to godliness; he is 
proud, knowing nothing, but doting about questions and strifes of 
words, whereof cometh envy, strife, railings , evil surmisings . 
(I Timothy 6:3-4). 
The traditions of the fathers down through the centuries have 
developed a rather elaborate system of church government. The pope 
stands at the top, with the cardinals, archbishops, bishops, and parish 
priests beneath. Since we are pledged to stand with the Bible and 
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only the Bible, we ca nnot accept that system of church organization. 
The church acknowledges Jesus as its head .: "And hath put all things 
under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the 
church, which is his body , the fulness of him that filleth all in all" 
(Ephesians 1: 22-23). The Roman Catholic church recognizes the .pope 
as the head of the church. 
The Catholic has an eiaborate . system of worship, involving the 
use of incense, the lighting of candles, and the use of ' images. Since 
we do n~t follow the traditions of the fathers, we must leave these 
alone also. The church of Christ obviously does not fit into the pigeon-
hole labeled Catholic . · 
The third and final category under which men ·are wont to classify 
religious matters is the term Protestant, the pigeonhole where so 
many are grouped togeth er. We believe in the same God, we be-
lieve in the same Savior, we believe in the same apostles and in 
the same worthies both of the Old and New T,estaments . We believe 
in the same basic moral principles. We believe in the same Bible. 
We believe in the Fatherhood of God and the brotherhood of man. 
We also join in protesting against the unscriptural practices and 
doctrines of the Roman Catholic Church. We agree that it is an 
apostate church. One wonders at times, however, how much of a 
protest modern Protestant churches are making against Catholic in-
novations, for the Roman church's celebrations of Christmas, Easter, 
Lent, and other special days are now widely copied in Protestantism . 
But here, too, there comes the parting of the ways. God has not 
approved modification and change in His original New Testament 
church (II John 9) . We do not believe in the decrees of religious 
councils, nor in the creeds which men have written (I Corinthians 3: 4). 
Rather , we believe that the only authoritative and dependable guide 
to heaven is the Bible. 
In order to be a Christian a man must hear the message of Christ 
and must believe that He is the divine Son of God (Hebrews 11: 6; 
Mark 16 :16). Having believed in Jesus, he must make the decision to 
change the course of his life, or repent (Acts 17:30). Having done 
that, he must heed Jesus' instruction to confess · Him before men (Mat-
thew 10:32,33). Finally, as the apostles believed and taught, in order 
to be a Christian a man must be baptized for the remission of his 
sins (Acts 2:38). When we have done these things, we have merely 
done what was done in the first century and for generations there-
after by those who knew the will of God most directly and most inti-
mately. Any attempt to modify this method of becoming a Christian 
is not approved of God. Paul said, "But though we, or an angel from 
heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have 
preached unto you, let him be accursed. As we said before, so say I 
now again, If any man preach any other gospel unto you than that 
ye have received , let him be accursed" (Galatians 1: 8-9). 
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When a Christian worships God he must do it in the way pre-
scribed in the inspired Word of God (I John 3:18). When man adds 
other elements, he is adding things which God did not wish to be in-
cluded in His worship, else He would have included them from the 
beginning. We believe that in regard to church government and or-
ganization we are to follow the divinely given blueprint as found in 
the New Testament. 
We believe, of course, in living clean, upright Christian lives; in 
accepting and following the leadership of the Holy Spirit, as He guides 
us through His message - the New Testament. In short, we are 
saying that we do not believe that men or councils have the aathority 
to modify the doctrines, teaching, or principles which God gave us in 
His inspired book. 
We are attempting to be in truth and in fact just what people 
were in New Testament times, Christians, members of the church. 
If Paul were here today and someone should ask him if he were 
a Protestant, he would not understand the question. Paul never 
claimed to be a Protestant. He refers to himself in I Corinthians 4: 1 
as a "minister of Christ ," and that is a follower of Christ, a Chris-
tian. He sought to persuade Agrippa to be a Christian, nothing more 
(Acts 26: 28-29). The church cannot be called Protestant in the ordi-
nary sense of the world because Protestant churches did not ex-
ist in New Testament times . 
As Jesus was neither John the Baptist, Elijah, nor Jeremiah, so the 
church of Christ is neither Catholic, Protestant, nor Jewish. We are 
unique and different, for we are endeavoring to go all the way back 
to the original New Testament church. Using the New Testament as 
our blueprint, we have re-est ablished in the twentieth century Christ's 
church. It fits no modern label. It is not just another denomination. 
We believ e in the restoration of New Testament Christianity, speak-
ing where the Bible speaks and being silent where the Bible is silent. 
We believe in calling Bible things by Bible names and insist on hav-
ing a "Thus saith the Lord" for all we do. Being neither Catholics, 
Protestants, nor Jews, we aspire to be Christians only. 
Why not be just a Christian, not bound by human tradition, not 
enslaved by human ecclesiasticism, not tied to any sect or party? 
Be loyal to Christ. Study the Bibl e and see Him as He is. Obey His 
commandments. It is only when we stop pouring the new wines of 
Christian truth and love into the old bottles of tradition that we 
will be Christians in the New Testament sense . Let us all strive to 
be Christians - nothing more, nothing less! 
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Many people live their lives from day to day, from incident to in-
cident, without any great principles to guide them. They are at the 
mercy of the pressures which come to bear upon them. Others, who 
are wise, have · their lives anchored to certain bedrock principles. 
These principles give their lives stability in the midst of the day-to-
day stresses and strains. We might compare some lives to tiny corks 
which float aimlessly on the shifting waves of the sea. They go up 
and down , forward and back, without purpose and seemingly without 
any thought of destination. There are other lives, however, that might 
be compared to the great ocean liners, which are driven by powerful 
engines, directly through the shifting waves of the sea to their desti-
nations. May it be that our lives are among those that are guided 
by deep, abiding principles, for this is the only way to live lives 
that are ultimately · worthwhile. 
One of the primary functions of our preaching is to suggest from 
the word <if God these great undergirding principles which He sets 
before us, for the purpose of guiding our lives . In our study today 
I should like to suggest another of these great principles. Although 
it can be stated very simply, it is of profound significance and can 
be applied in almost every situation of life . It is the principle: Make 
it as sure as you can. 
A REASONABLE PRINCIPLE 
Our own reason suggests the wisdom of this principle. For ex-
ample, a student in college in working out his curriculum for gradua-
tion is wise when he makes perfectly sure that he includes every re-
quired subject. He makes sure that he has a year of a laboratory 
science, the necessary hours of required English, and a year of foreign 
language. In studying for an examination, no really good student 
studies in a hit-or-miss fashion , but rather approaches the body of 
the material on which he is to be examined with great care and ex-
pends a great deal of time and effort in mastering the necessary ma-
terial. He makes it as sure as he can. 
In driving a car we make sure that our car is in good operating 
condition, that it has good brakes and tires, and that the conditions 
of the road are safe for travel. Throughout our lives we respect the 
basic rules of driving, avoiding the passing of other cars on hills 
or curves and staying within reasonable limits of speed . In driving 
a car we are wise to make it as sure as we can. Similarly, in providing 
for a family a husband and father spends thousands of dollars in 
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the course of a lifetime to provide the insurance that would care for 
his family in case some emergency happened to him. In preserving our 
health, we insist ·upon proper rest, wholesome · food, and visit our 
doctors regularly for careful physical checkups. In all of these things 
we try to make it as sure as we can. 
A SCRIPTURAL PRINCIPLE 
The inspired scriptures also teach this great principle. For ex-
ample, in Philippians 2:12, the apostle Paul says, "Work out your own 
salvation with fear and trembling." Notice the care with which we 
are admonished to approach the m:i:1.tter of our salvation. Again, in 
II Timothy 2: 15, we read, "Give diligence to present thyself approved 
unto God, a workman that needeth. not to be ashamed, handling 
aright the word of truth." We are admonished to give dilige:nce. Yet 
again, in Acts 17: 11, Luke tells us that the Bereans were unusually 
fine because they diligently searched the scriptures. He uses these 
words, "Now thes .e were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in 
.that they received the word with all readiness of mind, examining the 
scriptures daily, whether these things were so." 
As we go through life, let us make every decision of life with 
God in mind. Let us make every decision as . sure as we can. Life on 
earth is for only a few years, whereas eternity will continue on and 
on forever, world without end. The man who lives his life in so care-
less a fashion as to jeopardize his eternal salvation is foolish indeed. 
Whatever we do while living here on earth, we must not forget to make 
our eternal destiny in heaven as sure as we can. 
Let us apply this principle to the things that pertain to Christ 
and His church. This is a realm in which the doctrines that are taught 
in the New Testament need to be given most careful consideration. 
For example, in becoming a Christian, we must make it as sure as 
we can. Take the matter of the necessity of baptism as our first con-
sideration. There are a great many people in the world who do not 
believe that one must be baptized in order to be saved . To those 
people we would say, "Why go the questionable way? Make it as sure 
as you can." We would also hasten on to read certain very clear 
scriptures that indicate the absolute necessity of being baptized. Among 
them are these: John 3:5, "Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except 
one be born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter into the king-
dom of God." Acts 2: 38, "Repent ye, and be baptized every one of 
you in the name of Jesus Christ unto the remission of your sins; 
and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit." Acts 22: 16, "And 
now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy 
sins, calling on his name." I Peter 3: 21, "Which also after a true 
likeness doth now save you, even baptism, not the putting away of the 
filth of the flesh, but the interrogation of a good conscience toward 
God." 
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Let us also consider the matter of being immersed. Through the 
centuries many have come to feel that sprinkling and affusion are 
quite as acceptable as baptism. Again we would say, "Make it as sure 
as you can." One needs to bear in miu.d that the New Testament pre-
sents the idea of a burial in water (Romans 6:3-5) as the act of 
baptism in every case. The word baptism itself means "to dip, to plunge, 
to immerse." The New Testament practice is clearly seen in the case 
'of the conversion of the Ethiopian nobleman, "And as they we nt on 
the way, they came unto a certain water; and the eunuch saith, 
Behold, here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized? And 
Philip said, If thou believest with all thy heart, thou maye st. And he 
answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. And 
he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they both went down 
into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him. 
And when they came up . out of the water, the spirit of the Lord caught 
away Philip; and the eunuch saw him no more, for he went on his 
way rejoicing" (Acts 8: 36-39). 
Infant baptism, likewise, is an area where we need to apply the 
principle: "make it as sure as you can ." Since there are no examples of 
infant baptism in the scriptures, but rather only example s of believers' 
baptism, we must be baptized only when we are old enou gh to have 
heard and to have believed the gospel. If you have never been baptized 
as an adult, I urge upon you that you make sure of your baptism 
and that you not leave . infant baptism, which you did not understand 
at the time it was administered, as your obedience to God in this 
particular realm . 
IN WORSHIP 
Let us turn next to the area of worship. Make it as sur e as you 
ca n in attendance. Attend every Lord's day, but come not on Sunday 
morning only. Come again on Sunday evening and Wednesd ay evening, 
for there is no one of us who knows more than he needs to know of 
God's word and who is stronger spiritually than he needs to be. Use 
every available opportunity - to grow in spiritual matters. 
In eating the Lord's Supper make it as sure as you can. Com-
mune around the Lord' s table each Sunday rather than quarterly or 
semi-annually. Make sure by doing it as the early Chri stians did , 
every week. In Acts 20: 7 we read, "And upon the first day of the 
week, when they were gathered together to break bread, Paul dis-
coursed with them." Church history corroborates this testimony by 
saying that the early Christians met every Lord's Day for the eating 
of the Lord's Supper in the early centuries. 
We leave off the use of instrumental music in our worship, be-
cause in this area, too, we want to make it sure. We know that in 
the New Testament there is no command for the use of instruments 
there is' no example where the apostles used instruments, and there i~ 
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no necessary inference that such instruments were used. In rend-
ering the devotion of our hearts to the Lord, through singing, we are 
doing what the Lord taught and what the apostles exemplified. Let 
us leave off this innovation of men, in order to make our salvation 
as sure as we can. 
IN CHURCH ORGANIZATION 
In the realm of church organization and other doctrines relating 
to the church itself, let us remember to apply our principle of cer-
tainty. The church itself is to be autonomous, each congregation organic-
ally independent from every other, because this is the way that it 
was done in the New Testament times. Each congregation is ruled 
by its own plurality of elders, served by deacons, taught . by evangelists 
and teachers . There is no monolithic structure, with one man at the 
head of the church. Let us be sure by doing it the apostolic way. 
Similarly, let us wear no name but Christ's name. The names of men 
and of the ordinances of the church have no place in the titles that 
we wear as disciples of the Lord. Rather, let us follow the instructions 
of Acts 4: 12, "And in none other is there salvation: for neither is 
there any other name under heaven, that is given among men, wherein 
we must be saved." 
Still again, let us apply our principle of being absolutely sure to 
the matter of human creeds. Only the Bible is a safe guide to heaven. 
That which men have written has no binding authority. Let us speak 
where the Bible speaks and be silent where it is silent. Let us have 
a "Thus saith the Lord" for everything that we do in faith and in 
practice. If we stay with the scriptures - neither going beyond them 
nor stopping short of them - we are absolutely sure that we are on 
solid ground. 
CONCLUSION 
Why do we make the emphasis of the hour? First of all, because 
we love God and want to do exactly what He wants us to do. Mothers 
know that when a son comes home from service or from college, 
they cook the things that he likes. Why? Because they love him, and 
want to do exactly what will please him. Let's do what God likes in 
everything that pertains to life and godliness. 
There is a second reason why we must make it as sure as we can. 
We want to be saved and the only sure way is to follow the instruc-
tions that the Lord has given. When we do what He asks in the way 
that He asks it, we know that our destiny is secure. So, I commend 
to you for every situation in life that you follow the principle, "Make 
it as sure as yo11 can." 
WHERE WAS ••• AND IS THE CHURCH? 
ABC and MBS Networks 
By BATSELL BARRETT BAXTER 
Radio Sermon No. 496 July 30, 1961 
Recently I was asked a question that challenged my thinking. It 
was the question, "Where was the church?" The question was really 
asking, "Down through the centuries, particularly through the Dark 
Ages, where was the church?" This is a question that does not mean 
a great deal to the average person when he first hears it. A few 
explanations are necessary as background before the question means 
very much. I would like to give some of those necessary explana-
tions. 
Those of us who make up the churches of Christ do not like to 
be called a. denomination, for we are dedicated to being a part of a 
movement designed to do away with the divisions that divide honest, 
sincere believers in Christ into the hundreds of present-day denomi-
nations. We realize, as I think many people do, that it is not God's wm 
that we should be so divided. The Lord prayed that we might be united, 
in that fervent prayer recorded in John 17, a prayer offered the very 
night that He was betrayed, just a few hours before He died on the 
cross. We think of ourselves and we want to think of others as de-
siring to be united as one body in Christ. We do not want to be just 
another denomination. Rather, we earnestly desire that all of us leave 
every man-made creed and doctrine to go back to the New Testament 
and be simply New Testament Christians. 
ACCORDING TO THE PATTERN 
In order to convey this idea we sometimes use the idea of a blue-
print. What we need to do is to take the New Testament as a blue-
print to reproduce in the 20th century exactly the church that we read 
of in the Bible, God's inspired, infallible book. There is a passage that 
we might well refer to in this connection. Back in the book of Exo-
dus, chapter 25, there is a 40th verse in which Moses was admonished to 
build the tabernacle exactly according to the pattern that was given 
him when he went up to Mt. Sinai for God's instructions. This idea was 
important enough that it was referred to again in the New Testa-
ment book of Hebrews. In Hebrews 8: 5, there is this reading: "Moses 
is warned of God when he is about to make the tabernacle; for, See, 
saith he, that thou make all things according to the pattern that 
was shown thee in the mount." 
God has always wanted us to follow His plans, His pattern, and 
we are trying to do just that. We do not believe that any doctrines or 
creeds of our own are worth anything, nor do we believe that the 
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creeds or doctrines of other uninspired men are authoritative in re -
ligion. So, let's go back, and be members of the Lord's original church. 
That we are striving to do in how · we become Christians, in worship, in 
church organization and in manner of life. Back through the years 
we have often said, "Let's speak where the scriptures speak, and be 
silent where they are silent." Let's have a 'Thus saith the Lord' for 
everything that we do in faith and practice." It is a movement back to 
the Bible. Let us simply be Christians. 0, how we yearn that we and 
all other honest believers in Christ might be in one body - not our 
church, or someone else's church, but the Lord's church. 
In the prophetic book of Daniel in the Old Testament we read of 
"a kingdom which shall never be destroyed." Also, in speaking of this 
coming kingdom Daniel says, "It shall stand forever" (Daniel 2: 44) . 
Now the question that was asked of me can be more meaningful. 
"Where was this kingdom , the church, through the Dark Ages and all 
the centuries that have unfolded since the time of the Pentecost when 
the church began?" It is a good question and it deserves a thoughtful 
answer. 
THE WORD IS THE SEED 
Let us turn to the Bible, the only real authoritative source for the 
answer to any religious question. Let us turn to the book of Matthew 
and to chapter 13. You may recognize this as the chapter which con-
tains seven paraoles concerning the kingdom . Christ was the speaker 
in every instance and was telling us about His kingdom, His church , 
which was soon to · be established. In verse 3, we find, "And he spake 
to them many things in parables, saying, Behold the sower went forth 
to sow; and as he sowed, some seeds fell by the wayside . . . " 
Christ went on to explain some seed fell on rocky ground, some on 
thorny ground, and some on good ground. Later, when the apostles 
came to ask Him the meaning of the story, He explained it this way, 
"Hear then ye the parable of the sower. When anyone heareth · the 
word of the kingdom ... " (Matthew 13 :18-19). Now 'my p'oint in 
reading this passage to you is to show that the seed planted in the 
field is comparable to the word of God planted in human hearts. That 
is the whole import of this familiar parable of the sower. God's word 
i's the seed , and that seed is planted when the gospel is · preached. 
The gospel is the seed, and wherever the gospel is preached th e 
seed is planted in human hearts and produces a crop. In that sense, 
God's Kingdom has existed from the day of Pentecosrt down to this 
present hour. I hold in my hand God's word. This is the seed. This seed 
has existed through all the centuries, during the .Dark Ages and all 
other ages. Whenever men have read it and studied it, it has brought 
forth Christians. It has created congregations of the Lord's church. 
As long as the seed exists, the church exists. We might illustrate 
this in terms of something that happened in the life of one of America's 
political greats of another generation, William Jennings Bryan. Mr : 
Bryan visited Egypt and went into one of the Pyramids. When he 
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came out he had a few grains of wheat in his hands. In one of his 
speeches he referred to these as being centuries old, or even perhaps 
thousands of years old, yet in the seed there was still life. Similarly, 
the seed of God's word continues to perpetuate the life of God's 
church As long as the seed exists the church -exists. There has never 
been a time when the church, in seed form, has ceased to exist. 
IF THE RECORDS WERE COMPLETE 
Now, I have a faith, though I could not prove it as fact, that 
the church has also existed through all these centuries in visible, 
outw ard form. Remember how the church began on Pentecost with 
visitors present in Jerusalem from many different nations. Three 
thousand people became Christians and then a few weeks later they 
went home. Some of them went to Africa, some went to Rome, some 
went East toward the orient. They scattered a thousand ways. We 
have in the Bible just a fragmentary story of the spread of the early 
chur ch . Most of the story of the early church was never recorded. 
There is another fact which we need to consider. Recorded 
hist or y tells only a fragmentary story of the events of the ancient 
pas t. The meeting of little bands of dedicated Christians for the pur-
pose of worship would hardly appear newsworthy. What secular his-
torian would have recorded the simple activities of the New Testa-
ment church? Even church history was primarily concerned with the . 
majo r doctrinal controversies, the meeting of special councils, and the 
struggle for ecclesiastical power and position - none of which was a 
part of the Lord's church. 
It is my faith that through these sparsely reported centuries bands 
of faithful Christians read God's word and passed it bn from gener-
ation to generation. That faith is supported by the "fact that today we 
regularly discover ne w groups of Christians in various parts of the 
worl d : in France, Italy, Germany, and behind the iron curtain in 
Pola nd and Russia. New Testament Christians have also been dis-
covered in our day in India and other parts of Asia. 
WHERE IS THE CHURCH? 
In this connection there is something else that needs to be said. 
The Roman Catholic Church speaks of the late beginning of the other 
religious bodies. For example in some of their literature they have 
mentioned the fa ct that the Lutheran Church began in 1530, the Baptist 
Chur ch in 1611, the Methodist Church in 1739, the Episcopal Church 
in the United States in 1789, the Holiness Church in 1890, the Pente-
cost al Church in 1900, and others on similar late dates. A book by 
John A. O'Brien of Notre Dame University, Winning Converts, puts 
it in chart form. A big broad black line at the top of the chart repre-
sents the Roman church, and it goes all the way back to the first cen-
tury,. Other shorter lines represent the beginning of other churches 
in later times. This chart is designed to say that the ·Roman Catholic 
Chur ch is the only church old enough to be the original church. 
Page 28 WHERE WAS •.• AND IS THE CHURCH? 
I would like to suggest a different way of measuring the identity 
<JI. the true church. Not by a human chart which can be questioned, 
but by the use of God's infailible -word can we find His church. Take 
-the New Testament as the blueprint or pattern and then come across 
the centuries to our own day. Then find the church that is like the 
pattern. That is the plea that I make. Let's go back and be that New 
Testament church. Let the Roman Catholic claim stand or fall on 
the basis of whether the Roman church of the 20th century is like 
Christ's church of the first century. 
How does one became a member of Christ's church? In the Bible 
the pattern says that the gospel was to be preached. People were to 
believe it, confess the name of Christ, repent of their sins, and be 
baptized. In every instance the baptism was immersion. There is no 
room, then, in the early church for infant baptism or for sprinkling. 
These have been added by men since the pattern was completed by 
God's inspired writers. 
Take the matter of worship. In the early church they gave of 
their means, they sang hymns, they prayed, they ate the Lord's sup-
per, and they preached God's word. There were only these five ave-
nues of worship. Of these we can read in the pattern. The lighting 
of candles, the burning of incense, and the saying of the mass one 
does not find in the scriptures. 
Next examine the early church in its organization. It was not a 
monolythic structure like the Roman Government, with the Emperor 
at the top, beneath whom were the Senators, beneath whom were 
the regional Governors, and so on. The early church was made up of 
independent congregations, each ruled by a plurality of elders. There 
was no hierarchy in the pattern. When we look for the Lord's church, 
we find it in independent congregations under elders, who in turn are 
under the Lord as the only head of the church. If we are trying 
to identify the church we need simply to take God's bi:>ok and read to 
see what His church is like. Then we need to find that body of people 
who are U-ving and worshiping in the way that He prescribed. At that 
point we have found the Lord's church. 
ONLY PLAIN WORDS WILL DO 
These are plain words, but souls are involved, eternity is in-
volved, and only plain words will do. The souls of many good pepole 
are involved in this matter of finding the church. Our salvation de-
pends not upon the writing of human decrees but upon our reproducing 
from tl;le seed Christ's original church. Nothing later than the New 
Testament will do. Nothing that is not in the inspired word is good 
enough. In every matter of faith and practice the Bible is God's final 
word for men. As we close this lesson let me appeal to you to be just 
a Christian. Do not add anything to God's Book. Just take it as it is 
and live it in your life. Wear no name but Christ's name. Have no 
practice but the practices of the New Testament. The only safe, sure 
way is to stand on God's Book as the only guide to heaven. 
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